      Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614

Scripture:              Matthew 5:13-16                  Scott Miller

                           (Pg. 5 New Testament Pew Bible)
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:       “Salt & Light Will Make a Difference”     

Dedication of Offering      
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -                   “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                      See Insert
      *Benediction                                                           
 L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
 P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 

 P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
      *Extinguishing of candles



* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today February 5, 2023; the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 

LAY READERS: Feb. 5 - Scott Miller; Feb. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 19 - Gerry Wiest; Feb. 26 - Carolyn Nye. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 5 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Feb. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 19 - Marie Herb; Feb. 26 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission
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                                  February 5, 2023

                    Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

                            Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

February 5, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Sue Faust                      

L:  God calls us to play an important role in the life of planet earth.
P:  Through Christ, he has called us to be lights in the present darkness and salt in the current state of decay.

ALL:  Let us, in this hour of worship, dedicate ourselves anew to our high calling and prepare ourselves for the task ahead.

L: Come! Let us worship the Lord.

      *Hymn -              “To God Be the Glory”            Page 66       

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
God of all goodness and light, we confess that we have not always been like light to the world or salt to the earth. We have not always acted in ways that show our faith. There have been times when our own wills were stronger than yours. We have failed to love our neighbors. Forgive us, Lord God, so that by your grace our light might shine before all people. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 112:1-9 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in his commandments.
P: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed.

L: Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever.
P: They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
L: It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with justice.
P: For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever.

L: They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.

P: Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.

L: They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;

P: their righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor.
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
Hymn -   “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”   (Sing twice)    Page 335              
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  


*Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend); *Logan Willier, (Carol/Gary Miller’s grandson); *Brett Baker, (Gail Newman’s relative); *Pat Scheidler, (Carol Miller' friend); *Barbara Croutharmel, (surgery Feb. 15) Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz, (Hershey Med. Rehab); Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake & Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Ellen Snyder; Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please, person who put person on prayer list give us a phone call or email update to keep them on the list.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb.   5 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Feb.   6 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

                7:00PM - Dartball - St. John’s Lutheran at Valleys

Feb.   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Feb. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              12:00Noon-5:00PM - Girl Scout Father/Daughter Event

Feb. 14 - 5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal 

               (Eat-at-church only)

Feb. 15- 6:00PM - Prayer Meeting (everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community, our world) 
               7:00PM - Council Meeting

Feb. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday February 14, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Fish (fish sticks for kids), Macaroni & Cheese, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. February 9th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Beginning in March the Adult Sunday School class plans to begin studying “The Chosen” Season 1. Please see Sharon Fetterhoff or Marie Herb if you have questions. There is a signup sheet for those who are interested so we can have enough study guides for everyone to participate each week.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                            Weekly Devotional for February 5, 2023

Invocation:
O God, we are grateful for this moment when we can slow down the pace of our lives and can come to be refreshed and restored.  Clear our minds and open our hearts and touch us with your healing peace.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:
Matthew 5:13-16, Psalm 112:1-9 

Sermon


“Salt & Light Will Make a Difference”


Early in His ministry, Jesus proclaimed a powerful, challenging, encouraging sermon to thousands of people.  His words have been memorized, repeated, and quoted unknown times.  Today a portion of His Sermon on Mount frames our Gospel reading from Matthew 5:13-16. 

What do those verses mean to us?  How do they apply to our lives?  Let’s start here: What do a ham and egg breakfast biscuit from Wendy’s or Burger King, French fries, pizza, potato chips, pretzels, burritos, cottage cheese, beef jerky all have in common – besides tasting great?  I know that you already know the answer: sodium – salt; and, lots of it!

Now, let’s try this: what is the largest, brightest light in the world.  Not the sun or a planet.  It is the Luxor Lamp located in Las Vegas, Nevada. It was constructed in 1993 to compliment the glitz and glamour of the city that never sleeps. When fully lit, it shines at a staggering 42.3 billion candela. On a clear night, the beam can be seen from 275 miles away by aircraft flying at high altitude. The only things that it seems to attract are bats, owls, and insects.

When Jesus talked about Salt and light it wasn’t to discuss tasty food or shining lamps.  No, it was to caution about salt that goes flat and light that stops shining – a metaphor for Christians who lose their faith-driven distinction.

If you will, look at it this way with a smile.  At church, little four year old Jane had listened as the Pastor preached on the topic, "Let Your Light Shine." When she returned home, she remembered the Bible passages but she did not understand what they meant.  When she asked her mother to help her understand, her mother offered, "Letting your light shines means being good, obedient, respectful, kind, patient, and cheerful."  It made good sense to Jane.  She understood.  Yes, she understood because later in the day when Jane got into trouble and her unhappy Mother demanded, “Young lady, why did you do that?” Jane said with all sincerity, “I think it is because I blowed myself out!” 

Jesus said we are in the world, but not of it.  So don’t be conformed to the world, but rather confront the world.  We do this by being salt and light.  The Scripture says, “You are” . . . Not ought to be, not could be, not should be, not it would be nice to be, but “You are the light of the world.”  But we ask how?

Did you know that salt is a miracle?  It is composed of two poisons:  Chloride and sodium.  If you ingest either by itself, you’ll die.  But put them together and you have common, ordinary salt.  That which is used to bring death somehow comes together to bring life, and that’s a miracle!

So it is with the Christian life, poisoned by sin, with death looming in the shadows, but when confronted by the grace of God in His death, those two negatives merge to form a positive redemption!

And so it is with the darkened world around us when we become salt we add flavor wherever we go.  Everywhere Jesus went on this earth a good spirit followed, and overtook those around Him.  Some Christians think they have to be bland to be right with God, but that’s not quite the case.  We are to be like salt!  While salt gives flavor it also creates thirst.  That is our job.  We are to make others thirsty for Christ.  But we won’t create thirst unless we are out there walking to the beat of a different drum. The church is our saltshaker, but we have to get the salt out of the shaker and into the world to touch the lives of people who are hungry for the gospel message.

We can make a difference!  Think about what the world would be like if we just let our salt loose it’s flavor and we never radiated the light of Christ.  Our world would be very different.  You’ve all watched the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life”.  George Bailey is given an opportunity to see what the world would be like if he had never been born.  George was the salt of Bedford falls but he didn’t realize it until he saw what Pottersville would have been like without him.  The town was overrun by a greedy banker and sin and corruption.

There is a way of discipleship that makes a difference for us, for others, for the glory of God.  It is receiving the love of Christ – the grace of God – so that we can reflect it in a sin-darkened world. Please allow me to show you. 

A king knew that he aged, it was important to designate one of his three sons to take his place on the throne.  He thought of a test to determine the wisest of the three. When he called his three sons together, he gave them equal money, and asked them to fill his throne room as full as possible with something – anything they could think of.  When the oldest son returned, he had used his money to buy sticks, lots and lots of sticks. There were nearly enough to cover the floor - A good effort.  The second son, though, had bought bales of straw.  When he broke them open, they covered the floor up to several inches thick.  Well done!  Then, when the third son returned, he carried only a candle and a match. His effort seemed doomed to fail and disappoint. But, as you can already imagine, when he struck the match and lit the candle, the room was soon filled – completely – with a soft, gentle light.  He was anointed heir of the king.

In the same way, that Son could have been Jesus, the only Son of God, who is, as Scripture reminds us, The Light of the World in whom is no darkness.  His light shows us the wooden cradle of His humble beginning, then the wood of His blood-stained cross that paid for the sins of the world, and then, by the light of the new day, His empty tomb that affirmed His resurrection and defeat of sin, death and darkness. In His light and life, we have grace, forgiveness and the ability to reflect His goodness.  You are the salt of the earth!  You are the light of the World! By His Spirit’s work in your heart, let others see His goodness in you.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:
Lord God our Heavenly Father, We thank you for the saving grace of our Savior Jesus Christ – who fulfills your Word and who is your Word.  Thank you for planting his grace, mercy and obedience in our hearts.  For his sake, make us like him:  salt and light, hope and holiness, so others may turn to him.  


Lord God, bless the ministries of this congregation.  Fill us with your Holy Spirit and let everything we say and do glorify you and touch those around us.  Being a disciple means being a student.  Bless and strengthen our teachers and help us to open our hearts and minds to your truths.  


To you we also bring our prayers and petitions.  In silence we bring before you the needs of our world and our loved ones . . .  Hear all our prayers, both those spoken aloud and those whispered in our hearts.  We pray for . . . We pray now these things through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.    

Benediction:
And now may the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.
